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Our purpose is to bring people to Jesus 

Christ as we love, learn and live the 

word of God.  

LOVE GOD—LOVE EACH OTHER—LOVE THE WORLD  

Contact Us!  

office@fboea.org 716-652-2145 

Paul Stolzenberg, Pastor: Pastor@FBOEA.org 
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FBC Food Collection: 
(716) 652-7272 
 

 
March—Tuna 
April—Soup 
May—Cold Cereal 

In This Issue:  

 Missions! 

 A Change… 

 Free Items Available!!!  

 And Food!! 

Spaghetti Dinner and Basket Raffle 

 

Coming April 16th to a church near you! Our annual 

all-you-can-eat Spaghetti Dinner and the ever popular 

Basket Raffle! 

Sign up sheets will appear on the back table soon! In 

the meantime, you can start creating baskets for the 

raffle. Theme baskets, gift certificates, books.  

Puzzles, lottery tickets… The list is endless! 

You can deliver to Fellowship Hall when they are 

ready. Thank you in advance for your participation in 

this event and making it a great success!! 

 

Helping Hands for Haiti 

Our commitment to the  men, women , and children 

in Haiti continues on March 12 with a semi-annual 

sewing session. On this Thursday from 9AM-2 PM 

we will be sewing dresses, skirts, and toys to be 

shipped to the orphanage and schools in Grison 

Garde. There is a task for people of all skill levels, 

from cutting fabric for dresses and toys, stuffing toys, 

designing and sewing dresses. All materials are pro-

 

Church News! 
 
Church Council talked about wanting to change 
the name of the upstairs room where we have our 
Second Sunday Coffee and Snacks. It was called 
the Women’s Union Room. Our Church Council 
voted and approved the new name, The Commu-
nity Room and Kitchenette. We felt that it sound-
ed more inviting! 
The Beautification Committee are working to 
spruce up the Kitchenette.  So there are boxes of 
books and items on a table, if anyone would like 
to have, help yourself the rest will be donated. 
 

Souper Bowl Sunday  

Each Sunday we empty the canned goods and non

-perishable items from the FISH barrel for 

transport to the Fish building on Tuesday. Usual-

ly we find a total of three or four bags donated by 

the congregation. On Souper Bowl Sunday, 

Feb.8,  we found much more from our Souper 

Bowl campaign. We took 36 cans of soup, multi-

ple boxes of dry soup, crackers, noodles, vegeta-

bles and more- enough to fill 6 large grocery bags 

and boxes! And we collected $ 150.00! Thank 

you, thank you for your generosity each and eve-

ry week. Keep the barrel filled! 

 

There are new signup sheets to support Seneca 
Gospel Mission on the back table for March thru 
May. 
 
As part of this months Mission Donation enve-
lopes we are supporting our local Salvation Army 
organization in Buffalo NY. This Christian based 
organization supports the homeless, the elderly, 
and the poor in downtown Buffalo. They provide 
shelter, food, and the Gospel to those in need.  In 
addition to monetary donations, they also need 
small personal hygiene items. Next week we will 
have a small bin in the entryway to collect these 
types of items. Please be generous. 
 
The next Missions Committee meeting will be 
held on Wednesday March 18 at 7 pm. The meet-
ing will be in the Pastor’s Parlor. All are welcome 
to join and attend. 



 

Pastor’s Thoughts 

There is something about March that feels like 

a deep breath after a long winter. 

The calendar still says winter, and yet the light 

lingers a little longer in the evening. The air 

carries the faintest hint of softness. Snow-

banks shrink. Birds start their morning songs. 

Beneath the surface, life is stirring. 

March is the month of “almost.” Almost 

warm. Almost green. Almost new. And that 

“almost” is full of hope. 

If you were to walk through a garden in early 

March, you might see very little. The soil 

looks cold and uninviting. Trees stand bare. 

Lawns are still brown, dead looking. But we 

know better. We know what’s coming. 

Bulbs planted months ago are quietly pushing 

upward. Roots are stretching. Sap is rising. 

The transformation is already underway even 

if we cannot yet see it. 

Isn’t that often how God works in our lives? 

The prophet Isaiah declared, “See, I am doing 

a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 

perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19). Sometimes the 

“new thing” begins long before we recognize 

it. Change starts underground. Growth begins 

in hidden places. 

March reminds us that unseen does not mean 

inactive. Silence does not mean stagnation. 

What looks lifeless may simply be preparing 

to bloom. 

One of the most noticeable changes in March 

is the light. With the help of the clock change 

days get longer. After months of early dark-

ness the lengthening days feel like a gift. 

Light changes everything. 

The apostle John wrote, “The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness has not over-

come it” (John 1:5). That is not only a Christ-

mas truth; it is a March truth. Darkness does 

not get the final word. Winter does not win. 

The light returns faithfully, steadily, predicta-

bly. 

And so does God’s faithfulness. 

Spring does not arrive fully formed on March 

1st. It unfolds gradually. There are still frosty 

mornings. There may even be late snowfalls. 

But something has shifted. 

March is not just about arrival; it is about 

preparation. 

Spiritually, this is a beautiful posture for us as 

well. Instead of waiting passively for change, 

we can prepare our hearts for it. We can pray 

expectantly. We can forgive intentionally. We 

can sow seeds of kindness, generosity, and 

love. 

As Christians, we cannot think of spring with-

out thinking of resurrection.  

Dead-looking branches bud. Frozen ground 

softens. Dormant fields awaken. Creation it-

self tells the story of life emerging from what 

appeared lost. 

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 8 that crea-

tion waits in eager expectation for redemption. 

Each March, we see a glimpse of that hope. 

What was buried rises. What was silent sings. 

What was still begins to move. 

If you have walked through a hard winter sea-

son—whether emotional, physical, or spiritu-

al—March carries a gentle promise: this is not 

the end of your story. 

The same God who brings crocuses through 

frozen soil can bring joy through sorrow. The 

same Creator who commands the sun to rise 

earlier each day can brighten your path. 

March teaches us to notice small things. 

The first robin on the lawn. 

The drip of melting icicles. 

The scent of damp earth. 

The first brave green shoot. 

These small signs point to a larger reality: 

change is underway. 

In the same way, small mercies in our lives 

point to God’s larger faithfulness. A kind 

word. An unexpected provision. A moment of 

peace. These are not accidents; they are evi-

dence. 

If we train our eyes to see them, March be-

comes a month of gratitude. 

Spring is coming. And with it comes the 

steady, faithful reminder that God specializes 

in new beginnings. 

So lift your eyes. Breathe deeply. Step for-

ward. March has arrived. Hope is already in 

bloom. 


